




“The 15 largest pharmaceutical companies invested a record $133 billion in 

2021 in R&D expenditure, an increase of 44% since 2016”

“Venture capital deal activity and investment flows in the U.S. accelerated in the past two 

years as interest in life sciences intensified with more than 2,000 deals and $47 

billion of deal value occurring in 2021”

Global Trends in R&D OVERVIEW THROUGH 2021 – IQVIA Institute for human data science



From the net…
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• In Jan.  2022 EMA launched Accelerating
Clinical Trials (ACT EU) and MHRA launched
consultation for optimisation of CT

• Low harmonisation of application
assessment and approvals

• Large disparities across local Ethics 
Committees can create long delays, 
specially in decentralised countries

• Stringent data protection regulations as
required by GDPR and no homogeneous
data flow across member countries

• Uncertainty for new regulations
implementation and sense of potentially
«making the process more complex»

• Diversity and inclusion on agenda but not
as advanced as FDA

• Implementation of new local regulations (i.e. ACT EU, MHRA) with close follow up 
and co-creation with pharma co.s and associations

• Digital investment to support novel clinical trial design (i.e. DHS, DCT), niche
capabilities (e.g. omics) to support pioneering clinical breakthroughs

• Cross country agency collaboration to unlock optimisation of 60% of global CT



A vote of 
confidence?

Source: EMA - key-performance-indicators-kpis-monitor-european-clinical-trials-environment-1-30-september-2022_en.pdf
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